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Matt Griffiths – Project Development Manager, Devon School of Social Entrepreneurs
Matt’s career has spanned twenty years with a focus on creative industries, social enterprise, education and community regeneration. He is currently project managing Devon School for Social Entrepreneurs (www.sse.org.uk) and combines this work with other freelance activity, including project managing the music education project Wiltshire Music Connect, mentoring young musicians for South West Music School and developing a fundraising strategy for Plymouth Music Zone. Matt has also recently established a new creative agency – MCD Solutions – for which he is one of three Co-Directors. The company provides marketing, design, project management, fundraising and organisational development services.

Throughout his career, Matt has successfully generated income from a variety of public and private sources, with his total tally standing at over £7m.  

Originally a professional percussionist, Matt’s previous roles include Founding Director, Live Music Now! (South West); Orchestral Development Animateur, Bournemouth Orchestras; Founding Director, Plymouth Music Zone; Director of Arts and Development Director, The Dartington Hall Trust.
Professor Martin Knapp – Director, London School of Economics and Political Science
Martin Knapp is Professor of Social Policy and Director of the Personal Social Services Research Unit at the London School of Economics and Political Science. He is also Professor of Health Economics and Director of the Centre for the Economics of Mental Health at King’s College London, Institute of Psychiatry. Both departments were awarded the prestigious Queen’s Anniversary Prize for Higher and Further Education in 2009.

In 2009, he has additionally appointed by the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) as the inaugural Director of the national School for Social Care Research. 

Martin’s research activities are primarily in the mental health, long-term care and social care fields, focusing particularly on policy analysis and economic aspects of practice. He has been an advisor to many government departments and other bodies in the UK and elsewhere, and to international bodies such as the European Commission and World Health Organization. 

He has published extensively in his field of expertise, including over 350 peer-reviewed journal articles, 140 book chapters, 15 books, four edited books, and numerous monographs. He was awarded one of the first Senior Investigator Awards from the NIHR, which recognises the most pre-eminent researchers leading prestigious applied health and social care research projects in the UK and internationally. 
PTO
Jane Lewis – Director, research in practice
Jane Lewis joined research in practice as Director in September 2009, succeeding Celia Atherton. After an early career in law, including private and public family law, she moved into social policy research.  She was Director of the Qualitative Research Unit at NatCen (National Centre for Social Research) from 1998 to 2007, carrying out research and evaluation largely for central government across the social policy agenda.  She was then at NCB (the National Children’s Bureau) for two years as Director of Research, Evidence and Evaluation.  Having worked for many years as a researcher, she has found it a delight to join research in practice to take forward our work on building capacity for evidence-informed practice and on supporting the use of research by our Partner agencies to improve outcomes for children, young people and families.
Vaughan Lindsay - Chief Executive, Dartington Hall Trust, Dartington Hall Trust 

Vaughan joined The Dartington Hall Trust as Chief Executive Officer in February 2004 from McKinsey and Company, the internationally renowned strategic management consultancy. 

His first degree, in geography, from Oxford, was followed by an MSc in demography at the London School of Economics. Following a short assignment with Procter & Gamble, Vaughan then spent eleven years in the voluntary sector.

His first role was with independent health charity, the Kings Fund, during which time he was sponsored by his employer to study for an MBA at the London Business School. He then spent six years at Shelter as a Director, a charity which had lost its way, but during his time there he played a key role in returning it to its highly influential position, simultaneously restoring its financial strength.

This was followed by a position as Deputy Chief Executive at the National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) which again was transformed during his tenure as he was instrumental in re-establishing the Council as a membership based organisation and as a voice for all voluntary organisations. Head-hunted by McKinsey whilst at the NCVO, Vaughan then spent six years advising blue chip corporations on their strategy, marketing and sales, prior to joining The Dartington Hall Trust as CEO.

