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COUNCILLORS’ AND TRUSTEES’ SEMINAR

Wednesday 3rd February and Thursday 4th February 2010

Woodland Grange Conference Centre, Leamington Spa

Speakers’ and session chairs’ biographies
Sue Anderson

Cllr Anderson’s political career dates back to 1961, when she joined the Young Liberals. She served on the West Midlands County Council for six years and was a member of both the Police Committee and Waste Disposal Committee, and Chair of the Women’s Committee.  During this time she became aware of the lack of facilities for women and children who had been raped or sexually abused.  In order to address this particular issue, she became involved in establishing a working party, which resulted in dedicated facilities being opened in police stations throughout the West Midlands. 

Social Care and Health has been Cllr Anderson’s primary interest during her time as an Elected Member.  In 2003/4 she became Chair of the Social Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee, this gave her a real opportunity to use the scrutiny process not just to investigate but also to help improve the services that the directorate provides.  

In July 2004 she took up the position of Cabinet Member Social Care and Health (which changed last year to Cabinet Member for Adults and Communities).  

Within Adults and Communities Directorate, the focus and priorities include older people, people with disabilities, vulnerable adults and the commissioning of services.  It also holds the provision of adult education throughout Birmingham. 
Key positions held:

· Member of Birmingham City Strategic Partnership

· Chair Birmingham Health and Wellbeing Summit

· Governor Elms Farm School

· Governor Sheldon Heath Community Arts College

· Governor Joseph Chamberlain College

· Chair Children’s Nutrition and Health Taskforce

· Member of Birmingham Learning Disability Partnership Board

· Member of Towards 2010 Working Group

· Trustee for Pulse Trust

· Chair Birmingham Prostitution Action Group

· Vice Chair of Children, Young People and Families Partnership Forum

Celia Atherton
Celia Atherton qualified as a social worker in 1976 and has worked in local authorities as a practitioner and manager, and in the voluntary sector as social work advisor and then Director of Family Rights Group.  Celia has co-ordinated the dissemination and implementation strategies of two DfES (now the Department for Schools, Children and Families) research programmes - Fostering Now: Messages from research and Costs and Outcomes of Services for Children in Need, and is doing the same for DCSF for the Quality Matters research programme.  In addition to being a member of the Nuffield Foundation’s Child Protection and Family Justice Committee, she is also a member of the Advisory Board for the English and Romanian Adoptees Study, the National Academy for Parenting Practitioners Scientific Advisory Group, the Editorial Advisory Board for the Children & Young People Now journal, the International Editorial Advisory Board of Evidence and Policy, and NFER’s Advisory Group. She was awarded an OBE for services to children and families in the 2007 New Year’s Honours.
Joe Blott 

Joe has worked in local government for over 30 years.  All of that time has been spent in the North West and much of the focus of his work has been on supporting our most vulnerable citizens, with significant experience in the adult safeguarding arena.  Joe has been a Senior Manager for the last 13 years in Wigan and Liverpool, where his role was much broader, focusing very much on health inequalities and neighbourhood working.  Joe has recently joined Warrington Borough Council as Executive Director for the Neighbourhood and Community Services Directorate, which focuses on adult social care, cultural services, ICT and business improvement and leisure. Joe will also become chair of of the Adult Safeguarding Board for a third time. 

Simon Cale
Chief Executive of National Children’s Centre, Huddersfield. National Children's Centre is a medium sized charity based in Huddersfield, West Yorkshire serving communities locally, regionally and through its lobbying work in a national capacity. The Centre provides practical services aimed at improving the lives of children, young people and families most in need and in working to influence national policy and delivery of services for children. Through our projects we aim to provide help, advice and support to those that need it whilst working to develop realistic solutions and positive approaches to childhood and parental challenges.
We are a community organisation working to help and support young people and families at risk of social exclusion. We provide services and support for children and families in need, and for working and unemployed parents. We also provide a range of projects including a furniture scheme, creche facilities, education 14-19 and contact centres. We also provide rooms from which to run community meetings.
The charity also supports me to link to Regional networks and groups of voluntary, community and faith sector organisations linked to our work area. 
The charity also supports me to link to Regional networks and groups of voluntary, community and faith sector organisations linked to our work area.
Paul Curran

Paul Curran is head of the children’s safeguarding programme at the Improvement and Development Agency for local government. He is the independent chair of the Essex Children's Services Improvement Board. He is a Trustee and Vice-Chair of Coram Family. Paul is a professional social worker and was Director for Children’s Services at Islington Council from 2005 to 2009, prior to that he was Director of Social Services in Islington from 1998. He has worked for Lewisham, Hounslow, Southwark and Richmond councils in London but started his social care career caring for older people in Portsmouth and trained at Birmingham University. He is an associate member of the Association of Directors of Children’s Services.
Harry Fletcher
Harry Fletcher has been Assistant General Secretary of Napo with responsibility for press, parliamentary activity, public speaking and campaigning for over 20 years.
Prior to starting work with Napo, Harry was a Senior Social Worker with the National Council for One Parent Families from 1976 to 1984.  Before this he worked also as a Quantity Surveyor, a social worker and a welfare rights officer.

He has been involved in many significant campaigns with Napo, most currently, over the past 12 months, he has been involved in e.g. exposing the proliferation of drugs in prison and the lack of harm reduction strategies and is currently working on proposals for a Bill which places a duty of local authorities to prevent gun and knife crime and on the government to make sure they are properly resourced and funded to do so.  His campaign priority currently is defending Probation Services against the massive government cuts planned over the next three years.

As press spokesperson for Napo, Harry represents the union on a weekly basis on television, national and local radio, independent news and Channel 4 news.  He has also appeared in programmes on German, French, Dutch, Irish, Australian, American and Russian Radio.

During his time as a political lobbyist he has drafted hundreds of parliamentary questions, speeches for adjournment debates and scores of briefings for MPs and Peers.  In 2004 he helped establish the first all Party trade union group on Criminal Justice issues, which now has over 50 members. This was followed in 2006 by the establishment of a similar cross Party group for the Family Courts. Harry is also a Director of the Conference Consortium (which organises the annual International Harm Reduction Association conference and other conferences, events and good practice seminars in the UK). 

He writes regularly for publications and has presented papers at national conferences on a range of issues including public protection, drug testing, the Family Courts and privatisation. 
Councillor Keith Glazier

Member of the Cabinet, Lead Member for Children’s and Adults’ Services East Sussex County Council (ESCC) for the Conservative Party, division Rye & Eastern Rother.
Membership of the following:
· ESCC Cabinet 

· Children’s and Young People’s Executive Group 

· ESCC Joint Advisory Committee (Schools)

· Local Safeguarding Children’s Board

· Rye Partnership (Chairman)

· PCT Hastings and Rother Non-Executive Director

· LGA Wellbeing Board

· South East Counties Adult Social Care Group

· South East DCS/Lead Members Group

· IESE Social Care Theme Board

I was first elected councillor for Winchelsea, now the Rye & Eastern Rother division in 1997. I was born and raised in this area and I wanted to change things for the better for people living in the east of the county. I originally worked on local issues as a parish councillor. The chairman of Icklesham Parish Council convinced me that councillors at all levels can make a difference. 

Working as a full-time Councillor, Cabinet Member and as Lead Cabinet Member for Children’s and Adults’ Services means I had to give up my plumbing and heating business. But council business is very rewarding and I have come to realise you can achieve anything if you stick at it.

I am proud that refocusing social services away from long-term care to intermediate care has helped a lot of people to stay in their own homes for longer.

Colin Green
Colin Green took up post as Director of Children, Learning and Young People for Coventry City Council in January 2007.  Immediately prior to taking up post Colin worked for the DfES for three years with policy lead for Safeguarding Children.

Colin was also involved in a wide range of work across the Every Child Matters agenda and in advising the DfES on serious cases and other safeguarding matters.

Colin is a Social Worker by professional background.  Coventry is the sixth Local Authority he has worked for.  Over his career he has worked with all age groups and in a wide variety of practitioner and management roles.  Prior to joining the DfES he was the Assistant Director for Children's Services in Cambridgeshire for nearly six years.  

Colin finds the role of Director of Children, Learning and Young People the most exciting and challenging job he has had to date. 
George Julian

George was appointed Director of research in practice for adults in November 2009, having joined ripfa as a Research and Development Officer in 2006 and more recently having the role of Assistant Director. As Assistant Director George had overall responsibility for the Change Project programme and co-facilitated the first two projects, Safety Matters and SDS360.

Prior to joining ripfa she worked for the National Statistics Office, conducted research into early years provision for children with special needs in Ireland and lectured in Special Education. 

When not working or sat on trains George is a frustrated allotment gardener, a school governor and a social media addict.

Gillian Hall

Gillian Hall, a retired magistrate, was appointed to Greenwich and Bexley Health Authority in 1982, later becoming Vice Chairman and then Chairman.  In 1983 she was appointed to Bexley Magistrates’ Bench, serving continuously until 2001.  Gillian was later elected Vice Chairman of the Bench and Chairman of the Family Panel. 

Gillian was involved with the training of newly elected members of the Family Panel and in a mentoring capacity.  She also became experienced with applications by the Local Authority for Emergency Protection Orders.
Gillian has been a Trustee of The Adolescent and Children’s Trust for 9 years and is currently Vice-Chairman of the board.
In addition, Gillian is a member of the Governing body of one of Bexley’s Primary Schools.

Dez Holmes

Dez Holmes is currently the Programme Manager within C4EO responsible for Capacity Building, and is the newly appointed Assistant Director at Research in Practice responsible for Partner Relations.  Prior to this, Dez was employed by a Local Authority and worked across directorates (Children & Young People’s Services and Neighbourhoods) in managing and coordinating integrated early intervention services to families.  Dez chaired multi-agency Locality Panels for as part of this and previously managed a multi-agency youth justice programme (YISP).  Dez was employed as a lecturer (Social Work MSc) and has several years experience of training and workforce development.  Dez has frontline experience within social care and youth offending services. 
Carol Iddon
Carol is a qualified social worker with a background in local authority children’s services. Her 18 years working in a range of services, provided her with experience in child protection, looked after children and children in need. 
Carol joined Action for Children in July 2003 as the Assistant Director for Development and became Operational Director in April 2008. Carol has responsibility for managing all operational services in the North West area and has the lead for Business Development on behalf of the Division. Carol is the agency decision maker for adoption services and Registered Provider for Residential services. 

Outside of Action for Children Carol is the Chair for the Children England Regional Group and represents the Voluntary Sector on a number of strategic groups across the North West. 

Ray Jones
Dr. Ray Jones is Professor of Social Work at Kingston University and St. George’s, University of London, and is a qualified and registered social worker. 

From 1992 to 2006 he was director of social services, and then director of adult and community services, with Wiltshire County Council. In 2001-2002 he was the first chief executive of the Social Care Institute for Excellence, and he has been deputy chair and chair of the British Association of Social Workers. 
He is a visiting professor at the University of Bath (and previously at the University of Exeter) and an Honorary Fellow of the University of Gloucestershire. He is the author of five books, and numerous published papers, on social work and social policy, and is an academician of the Academy of the Social Sciences. 

He is also a trustee of Quarriers, a major Scottish-based social care charity, chair of Bristol’s Safeguarding Children Board, a consultant to the Russian-European Trust for welfare reform, and a frequent media commentator and columnist on social work and social care.

Mary Ryan
Mary Ryan has been working with rtb associates as an independent consultant on children’s services since 1996. She is an Associate of Research in Practice, the National Children’s Bureau and Young Minds. Recent commissions have come from a wide range of local authorities and PCTs in England, as well as other organisations including the Department of Health, Brunel University and the Youth Justice Board. The work has included writing a strategy to ensure that the health and social care needs of young offenders are met, involvement in a team evaluating the pilot Family Drug and Alcohol Court, and multi-agency audits of need to inform the development of services.

Mary Ryan is a lawyer who, when in practice, specialised in public law relating to children and families and combined legal practice with social care research, training and development work. She was the legal adviser for, and subsequently Director of, the Family Rights Group from 1982-1996.

She is the author of Champions for Children, a series of Research in Practice briefings for local authority councillors.
Deirdre Sanders

Deidre trained in counselling and sex therapy and is probably the UK’s most well-respected and best-known agony aunt. Her ‘agony’ column plus Deidre’s Photo Casebook have been published daily since 1987.  

Before The Sun, she wrote for The Sunday Times, Nova magazine and edited the ‘At your service’ column for Woman’s Own (for which she was voted Consumer Journalist of the Year and awarded a Jubilee Medal).
She appears regularly on TV and has written numerous books including ‘The Woman Report on Love and Sex’ and ‘The Woman Report on Men’ which were based on one of the largest surveys of the sexual and emotional lives of UK men and women ever undertaken.

She is a member of the Social Work Task Force, a patron of many organisations including the National Association for People Abused in Childhood and Family and Parenting Institute (where she was a Trustee for six years), as well as a Fellow of the Royal Society of Medicine and Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. Deidre is an honorary council member of the NSPCC and was a member of the NSPCC National Commission of Inquiry into the Prevention of Child Abuse.
Heather Schroeder
Heather’s entire career was in social care until 2004 when she became DCS in Camden and took responsibility for all children’s services. She initially worked in children’s services in Ealing including in adoption and fostering, child protection coordination and then became training manager in RBKC at the time that all the legislation for adult and children’s services was changing. After that she worked for 10 years in adult services in RBKC and in LBHF (including being joint PCT Project manager and leading on the work on the integration of services between health and Social Services) and in Surrey until moving to Camden as interim Director of Social Services.   The first achievement in Camden was a building of the senior team and a rapid improvement in services such that both adult and children services were recognised by external inspectors as excellent within 18months of my arrival. 

In 2004 she took over as DCS in Camden.  The JAR results in 2008 were outstanding and recognised excellent multi agency working and comprehensive and stable Children’s Trust arrangements. It also recognised strong support for children’s services across the corporate and LSP arenas and especially strong management at all levels in children’s services.  The Children services were awarded children’s services of the year by the LGC later that year and Heather was awarded a CBE. In addition to the achievements in the children’s services, the council was rated as outstanding in the CPA. 

Before retiring from Camden Heather became involved in the London wide approach on serious youth crime and continued that work after leaving Camden and becoming the Programme Director until April 09. She has also been involved in reports on Safeguarding and Diversity, and Safeguarding and Serious youth crime. Heather is currently a mentor to 2 new DCS and is also a Trustee for Action for Children.
Councillor Roy Smith
Roy is a Director and Treasurer of Warrington Council for Voluntary Service, a trustee of the Speak Up Group for adults with learning disabilities and director of the Warrington Liberal Democrat’s Trust company.

From 1985 until 2003 he worked for Action for Children, formerly NCH/National Children’s Home, and from 2003 until 2004 for Halton Disability Services 2003-04 as Project Manager. From 2004 to 2008 Roy worked as Community Accountant for Warrington Borough Council which involved helping smaller voluntary and community groups with all aspects of finance. Since 2008 he has been carrying on the community accountancy as a self-employed consultant.

He was elected to Great Sankey Parish Council in 1999 (serving as Chair 2004-2006) and to Warrington Borough Council in 2000 and has become a member of the Social Services Committee, Children and Young People’s Panel, Community Services and Health and Wellbeing Scrutiny Committee, and Licensing Committee since. In May 2006 he was appointed Executive Member for Community Services and, since May 2009 Executive Member for Health and Wellbeing.  Roy is a member of the Joint Health and Social Care Board, Learning Disability Partnership Board, the Learning Disability Joint Commissioning/Pooled Budget Board, Warrington Partnership: Healthy Communities and Older People’s Thematic Group, Mental Health Partnership Board, Drug and Alcohol Action Team as well as a Board Member of Golden Gates Housing (Warrington’s ALMO), and a Partner Governor of the Warrington and Halton Hospitals Foundation Trust and the Five Boroughs Partnership NHS Trust.

Roy is married to Liz (also a Councillor) and has two stepsons and two step-grandchildren as well as two great nephews who have adopted me as their grandpa. He has lived in Warrington since 1992 and enjoys classical music, reading, cricket, gardening and Indian cooking in his limited spare time.

Councillor David Sprason
David has been Cabinet Lead Member for Adult Social Care & Health Services (ASCH) at Leicestershire County Council since 2003.
In his first year, he put into place the policies needed to transform his department into one of the best performing ASCH service in the country- achieving the maximum possible 3 stars. Leicestershire County Council is the only county council authority to achieve this standard nationally in the independent CPA assessments of ASC for six years. He has developed specialist knowledge of ASCH issues since 2003 and will be able to apply this knowledge in the development of future public policy on adult social care issues.

David is a peer member at the I&DeA and has mentored other local authorities as they seek to improve their standard of service delivery in ASC to that of Leicestershire’s 3 stars. 

Nick Thayre and Sophia, Tara and Dominic
Nick has a professional background in residential child care and children and families social work.  He founded the Torbay family group conference service over 10 years ago and has coordinated and directly involved children in well over 100 child welfare FGCs, including in cases of domestic violence, parental metal health, drug and alcohol mis-use and sexual abuse.  He is also the editor of the family group conference network newsletter and an associate tutor on the post graduate award in family group conferencing.  Nick has also been a foster carer for over 20 years.
Nick has worked extensively with the young people to help them prepare for presenting at the conference.  

Sophia, Tara and Dominic have considerable experience presenting at conferences.  They have taken part in the South West region FGC network events in 2007 and 2009, the RIP Directors conference in 2009 and planned and presented their own event that took place in Bristol last November.  In addition Tara has spoken with government ministers in London.  
Sarah Veale
Sarah Veale is Head of the Equality and Employment Rights Department at the TUC,  where she has worked since 1985 . The Department covers women’s equality, equal pay, race equality, disabled workers’ equality, lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender equality, and equality on the basis of religion and age; the Department also leads on employment rights, both individual and collective.

Before becoming Head of Equality and Employment Rights, Sarah was Senior Employment Rights Officer, in which role she was responsible for the development of TUC policy on employment law. She co-ordinated TUC activities in relation to the introduction of the Employment Relations Act 1999 and wrote the TUC Guide to the Act. She was also responsible for various TUC submissions to the Government, and was a member of the TUC team which negotiated the recent national agreement with the CBI and the Government on temporary agency work. She regularly briefs senior union officers on developments in employment and equality law. She is co-author of “Your Rights at Work”, the TUC’s book on employment rights.

Sarah is a member of the ACAS Council, the Government’s Risk and Regulation Advisory Council, the Women’s National Commission and the Employment Tribunals System Steering Board. She was awarded the CBE for services to diversity in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List in June 2006.

Cathie Williams

Cathie Williams is IDeA’s Adult Safeguarding Lead. She has over 20 years experience in Local Government social services including as Director and across adult social and health care, children’s services and mental health. More recently she has been working as a freelance consultant and researcher, with a range of national and local government and the voluntary sector. 

